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(2) In excess of established speed lim-
its; 

(3) While under the influence of alco-
hol, narcotics, or dangerous drugs; 

(4) In a manner causing, or likely to 
cause significant, undue damage to or 
disturbance of the soil, wildlife, wild-
life habitat, improvements, cultural, or 
vegetative resources or other author-
ized uses of the public lands; and 

(5) During night hours, from a half-
hour after sunset to a half-hour before 
sunrise, without lighted headlights and 
taillights. 

(g) Drivers of off-road vehicles shall 
yield the right-of-way to pedestrians, 
saddle horses, pack trains, and animal-
drawn vehicles. 

(h) Any person who operates an off-
road vehicle on public lands must com-
ply with the regulations in this part, 
and in § 8341.2 as applicable, while oper-
ating such vehicle on public lands. 

[44 FR 34836, June 15, 1979, as amended at 45 
FR 47843, July 17, 1980]

§ 8341.2 Special rules. 

(a) Notwithstanding the consultation 
provisions in § 8342.2(a), where the au-
thorized officer determines that off-
road vehicles are causing or will cause 
considerable adverse effects upon soil, 
vegetation, wildlife, wildlife habitat, 
cultural resources, historical re-
sources, threatened or endangered spe-
cies, wilderness suitability, other au-
thorized uses, or other resources, the 
authorized officer shall immediately 
close the areas affected to the type(s) 
of vehicle causing the adverse effect 
until the adverse effects are eliminated 
and measures implemented to prevent 
recurrence. Such closures will not pre-
vent designation in accordance with 
procedures in subpart 8342 of this part, 
but these lands shall not be opened to 
the type(s) of off-road vehicle to which 
it was closed unless the authorized offi-
cer determines that the adverse effects 
have been eliminated and measures im-
plemented to prevent recurrence. 

(b) Each State director is authorized 
to close portions of the public lands to 
use by off-road vehicles, except those 
areas or trails which are suitable and 
specifically designated as open to such 

use pursuant to subpart 8342 of this 
part. 

[44 FR 34836, June 15, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 31003, Aug. 17, 1988]

Subpart 8342—Designation of 
Areas and Trails

§ 8342.1 Designation criteria. 
The authorized officer shall designate 

all public lands as either open, limited, 
or closed to off-road vehicles. All des-
ignations shall be based on the protec-
tion of the resources of the public 
lands, the promotion of the safety of 
all the users of the public lands, and 
the minimization of conflicts among 
various uses of the public lands; and in 
accordance with the following criteria: 

(a) Areas and trails shall be located 
to minimize damage to soil, watershed, 
vegetation, air, or other resources of 
the public lands, and to prevent im-
pairment of wilderness suitability. 

(b) Areas and trails shall be located 
to minimize harassment of wildlife or 
significant disruption of wildlife habi-
tats. Special attention will be given to 
protect endangered or threatened spe-
cies and their habitats. 

(c) Areas and trails shall be located 
to minimize conflicts between off-road 
vehicle use and other existing or pro-
posed recreational uses of the same or 
neighboring public lands, and to ensure 
the compatibility of such uses with ex-
isting conditions in populated areas, 
taking into account noise and other 
factors. 

(d) Areas and trails shall not be lo-
cated in officially designated wilder-
ness areas or primitive areas. Areas 
and trails shall be located in natural 
areas only if the authorized officer de-
termines that off-road vehicle use in 
such locations will not adversely affect 
their natural, esthetic, scenic, or other 
values for which such areas are estab-
lished.

§ 8342.2 Designation procedures. 
(a) Public participation. The designa-

tion and redesignation of trails is ac-
complished through the resource man-
agement planning process described in 
part 1600 of this title. Current and po-
tential impacts of specific vehicle 
types on all resources and uses in the 
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